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Abstract

During the recent centuries, historiography of art has been dealt with different approaches.
Never the less a German course- that can be called classical historiography of art- due to its
empirical methods & an attitude based on the evolutionary viewpoint, has been vastly
regarded & employed — specially by those of American historians- in compiling an
illustrating of art history. Today classical approach as a dominant method is being
increasingly applied to illustrate the art trends of non- European countries & Iran as well.
Except some preferences, the classical Approach deals with some fundamental deficiencies in
illustrating what makes it so incapable- specially about the stylistics of non- European &
American cultures, lies on its extremely reliance on a kind of “zeitgeist” (the spirit of era) -
depended on the government-& on the other hand vastly denying of other factors such as
social structures in producing art works. This research that has been done by library method
& an historical-analytical attitude, along with criticizing the deficiencies of the usual
historiography of art, is to identifying of the social structures of Iranian society in an
interwoven system of various forces including the casts & social groups- in which the artists
& craftsman is the focal point- & also noticing to the role of nonofficial art- stream in
fundamental alteration of Iranian art, specially miniature to illustrate the dimensions of an
appropriate & realistic approach to stylistics of Iranian art.

Key- words: Historiography of art, Iran, stylistics, illustration, classical approach.



